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I, Introduction
Neckground amd scope of the
to fgrot

Ag emrly ss 1881, it was reported that Egypt sought
to purchase armments from Crechoslovakis. Egyptiae
represontatives sulmiited groposals for such purchasss to
Cagchoslovak represestsiives in fwitaerliasd., The remults
of ithese conferences were negative. Further unsuccessfal
negotintions were cacried out is 1953, Towsrd the ond
af the latter year, fgypt sought to parchase smmunition
plant equipment from the skods Zorks. In 1584 it wes
reporied that igpyptian dslegations towrisg Zemenis, East
Germany, Poland and Csechosnlovakia were sttempiing to
vey arme and equipment. The goverament of Egypt mever
oificianlily admitied that such megotiations wers conducted.1/

ﬁn&ur‘ in as inaterview published in the lLuondos Tises
stzted that ke had contucted the wssisa ssbassador et

the beginsing of Jume concermiang USHR supply of military
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eguipment to Egypt. The first discussions, in vhich

Loviet aak

solod indicated that the USSE would sapply
artillery in axchange for Igyptian cotton, sctuslly took
place in ixte May. Adccordiag to the Loadon Times article,
fasner stated that he iaformed imbassader Ryreade of ’ﬂw
isquires regarding the purchase of srms from Lussis asd

of & favorable Russian repiy. Flanl decision en the pur-
chase of Soviet arms wus postponed omtil) August 1358

vhea Rasser decided that Igypt would receive aothing from
the United Kingdom and the Usited States. 2/

o8 the 28 september 1955 Zgypt amaounced the con-
ziwiaa of 2 commercial sgreement for sxchasgisg Czechoslio-
vak armeé for igyptias pounde. 3/ The agreemeut ss finally
negotiated persits Egypt to pey im Egyptiian oroducts such
ay cotion and rice. 4/

Hasser iz reply to guestioning ss to vhether the
a¥me would come from Russis or Czechoslovskia replied

-7 .
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“¥hat iz the difieremce’” 5§/ Zimce Czechoslovalia Das beon
samed sz the second pariy to the agresmest it appears that
vzechoslovakia is being nsed an the Soviet Blec repressnta-
tive for sras trade with Egypt.

The initial crder for Seviet 3Bloc military eguipmeat
repartedly sim #ith the sSoviet ¥nionm on the 21 Septemher
1855 provided for Soviet export of the followiag Soviet

STATINTL
sunufsctiured items to Egypt:

These items were to be shipped from Odessa o
rlexandris. G/ The Soviet Usios has reportedly offered
loag-term credit sad a five-year supply of spare psrts with

each item shipped. 7/
R 3 .
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mpapply Egypt with 150 taaks which could be dslivered by

STATINTL
nid-Decomber 19865, ami 31 2od AT gpuns, as needed, in

exchange for rice., Pelivery of those gans could begin in
early 1586, 8/

Tzyet has evidemtly negotiated contracts for additiomal
Soviet BEloc military equipment. As of 3 NHovesber the total
coet to Egyot of all the Soviet Bloc arms contracted for
as reported to e ike sguivalient of 30,000,000 pounds
sterling ($140,000,000),

since the negotiations are comtimuimg, it is 1i@igTINTL

that Egypt vill plasce s8till further erders.
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1T. BEeported sShipments of Zoviet Zlec
¥ilitary Eguisment ic Egypt

Ihe first of the urss shipments comaected witk the

soviet Bloc-Egyptian arms agreowent arrived ism Alexandris

an the 31 Gctober 1958, 7Fliwve Soviel ships were apoarently

involved in the delivery of military goods $o Alexandria

between 2129 Sctober {lese ippendix ). The harbor wWeS®ATINTL

put off limits starting om the Flet. 11/
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ie of 4 Sovember 1558 seviet sguipment repertedly

arriviag im Bgypt imeluded -m*:,-MIAT'NTL

and m unknown guaptity of ssall arme and sgare parts
from the ieviet Blec. 14/

These figures for the susber of XIG amm!i say be
exaggerated somewbat, but it does seem clear that a fair
sumber of N1Gs have deen delivered alomg with some tambs,

silitary wvebicles snd small o and smmnition,

-5 -
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111, Techaicsl issiatance

Basser claimed that the sumber of Hoviet Blos technicians
sent to Egypt would De kept te s miniwaa and they would
retura to their aws country s seom as EgypliaR techaicians
acguires secessary ksowledge and skill, 18/

zart of the armameats agresseat repurtedly provided
that Zgypt euploy st least 10 Soviet sxperis to isstrawct
aircraft saintesance. These #ﬁﬁirts would remain i
igypt one year from the date the last airceraft ordevsd
by Kgypt was delivered. 16/

Jm B8 Cotober, 43 Sovietl Blac aircraft techuicians
srrived im Cairc by plase 17/ and on & Nevember, 34 of them
were reported at Dekhila Airfield supervising the assesbly
of aircraft. 18/

It was reported that sccommodaiions for Soviei Hloo
techniciane snd Tamilies aumdering 300 were being sought

in Alexandria. 18/

Approved For Release 2001/04/27 : CIA-RDP79T01049A001300060003-5



STATINTL
Approved For Release 2001/04/27 : CIA-RDP79T01049A001300060003-5

Next 3 Page(s) In Document Exempt

Approved For Release 2001/04/27 : CIA-RDP79T01049A001300060003-5



Approved For Release 2001/04/27 : CIA-RDP79T01049A001300060003-5

Froject 39, 180c

rgyptian Silltary Imports

from the cosmanist Bloc
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Summary and Conolugiees
The “aviet Biloc Egyptian arms deliveries have beea
shronded in secrecy. Durisg the pariod 21-29 Ocsteber 13535,

i , _ ) STATINTL
five Foviet ships have Loesn identified as apparently

delivering atlitary end items to Egyst.
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